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other-worldly calm and compassion, this colossal figure
welcomes the believer to his paradise, asking only faith.
Now too Japanese Buddhism produced its great pietists
Honen (1113-1212) and Shinran (1173-1262) and its
most rugged and interesting figure Nichiren (1222-82),
fierce critic of the pietists and of a degenerate nobility, who
in due course convinced his persecutors and won over the
Commissioner himself to the teachings of the Lotus Scrip-
ture, and to the need for national unity.
A new interest in personality is seen in the lives of the
saints now compiled and illustrated, which, with the bio-
graphies of great statesmen and soldiers, form a kind of
national epic. During the degeneracy of the Fujiwara, art
had become tame and pretty; during the early shogunate
it awoke to new and astonishing power. The name
Yamatoye 'Japanese' is now used to distinguish this art
from that of the mainland and its imitations, and it is
remarkable for its vigour and for the national spirit mani-
fest in it. The artists of the Kasuga, Tosa, and Sumiyoshi
schools vied with one another in developing the new art,
and sought in heroic tales, biographies, and histories of
great temple foundations themes of a patriotic nature.
Their Yemakimono or scrolls are realistic and dramatic,
in vivid contrast to the calm and still figures of Buddhas
and saints, or of scholars in some pleasant garden. The
true founder of this school is the monk Toba Sojo, carica-
turist and allegorist. Just as the Lady Murasaki wrote the
Genji to amuse her princess so this good monk began
towards the close of the same century to amuse his Em-
peror, Toba, in his retirement. His panoramas of frogs
and animals at play are satires of human life, and his
famous 'Fighting Bulls', reminiscent of Ajanta, are full of
strength and fury. That he often painted without didactic
purpose, whether of satire or of allegory, is also clear, and
he is a harbinger of the modern age. The new art spread
very rapidly; even fans covered with texts from the
Buddhist scriptures are decorated also at this time with
scenes from common life, precursors of the Ukiyoye or

